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" Family Compact " which had upset the balance of Europe in
the eighteenth century.   During the summer of 1843, in the
course of a visit by Queen Victoria to Louis-Philippe, Lord
Aberdeen (Foreign Secretary in Peel's Ministry) agreed with
Guizot to a compromise on the subject: Britain would not object
to the Infanta marrying the Due de Montpensier, provided that
Queen Isabella was already married and had a child to succeed
her on the throne.   But a year later Guizot contrived that the
wedding of Montpensier should take place simultaneously with
that of the Queen to Don Francis de Assiz, a degenerate whom
she detested, and by whom it was extremely unlikely that she
would have any children.   It was a disgusting piece of trickery.
Guizot might boast that France had achieved something in
European politics for the first time since 1815 ;   but he had
smashed beyond repair the connection with England, for the
sake of which he had repeatedly humiliated France. Moreover,
he had made a personal enemy of Palmerston, who had just
returned to the British Foreign Office;   and it was not long
before that adroit statesman had an opportunity for retaliation.
Guizot tried to make up for the loss of British friendship by
currying favour with Metternich over a crisis which had recently
arisen in Switzerland.   That little country was a loose con-
federation of tiny " cantons " which varied in race, speech and
religion.   A struggle broke out between a liberal party which
wanted to build up a more unified state and a Catholic party
headed by the Jesuits.   The former had control of most of the
cantons, and the latter therefore maintained the right of each
to manage its own affairs.   In 1845 ^e Catholic cantons formed
a separate organisation called the SONDERBUND.   The Federal
Assembly (in which the liberal majority was now stronger than
ever) decreed the liquidation of the Sonderbund and the expulsion
of the Jesuits from Switzerland ; whereupon the Sonderbund
appealed to the Powers against a violation of the cantonal
liberties which had been guaranteed by the Congress of Vienna.
France now made a great parade of joining Metternich in
supporting their protest.   Palmerston, true to his general policy